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THE 


CHARTER 

OF  THE 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  o f SURGEONS 
IN  IRELAND. 


(George  the  Third,  by  the 
Grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain , 
France  and  Ireland , King,  De- 
fender of  the  Faith,  and  fo  forth. 
To  all  unto  whom  thefe  Prefents 
fhall  come  greeting. 


w 


HE  RE  AS  we  are  informed  by  the 
•humble  Petition  of  Henry  Morris,  William 
’Ruxton,  George  Daunt,  John  Whiteway, 
Henry  Lyfter,  Robert  Bowes,  Samuel  Croker 
Ring,  Guftavus  Hume,  John  Neale,  Philip 

A z Wood- 


petition  of 
feveral  Surge, 
ons  of  the  Ci- 
ty of  Dublin, 
fetting  forth 
Reafons  for 
incorporating 
them  and  o. 
then. 


I 
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Woodroofe,  Francis  Forefide,  William  Deafe, 
and  James  Henthorn,  on  Behalf  of  themfelves  1 
and  others,  principal  Surgeons  of  the  City  of 
Dublin,  That  the  Regulation  of  the  Profeifion 

. t'~T'  ’ 

pf  Surgery  is  of  the  utmoft  Importance  to  the 
Publick,  and  highly  neceffary  to  the  Welfare 
of  Mankind,  and  that  the  Publick  fuftains  great 
Injury  from  the  Defe&s  in  the  prefent  Syftem 
of  Surgical  Education  in  our  Kingdom  .of 
Ireland,  and  that  the  regularly  educated  Sur- 
geons of  the  City  of  Dublin,  in  our  Kingdom 
of  Ireland,  (who  are  become  a numerous  and 
confiderable  Body)  find  themfelves  incompe- 
tent (from  the  want  of  a Charter)  to  eflablifh. 
a liberal  and  extenfive  Syftem  of  Surgical 
Education  in  our  faid  Kingdom.  And  the  Pe- 
titioners, by  their  faid  Petition,  having  prayed 
that  we  would  be  gracioijfly  pleafed,  by  Let- 
ters Patent  under  our  Great  Seal  ol  our  faid 
Kingdom  of  Ireland,  to  incorporate  the  faid 
Petitioners  and  others  hereinafter  particularly 

pientioned. 


His  iVIajefty’s 

.Approbation 

thereof. 


And  we  being  gracioufly  pleafed  to  ap- 
prove 0f  the  faid  Inftitution,  and  to  provide 
that  a due  and  feafonable  Regulation  may 
be  made,,  and  that  an  apt,  proper  and  legal 
Corporation  may  be  conftituted  and  eftablilhed 

in  our  faid  City  of  Dublin,  of  regular  able, 
' ■ - • and 
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j rand  experienced  Pradlitioners  in  Surgery,  en- 
dowed with,  Powers,  Jurifdidions  and  Privi- 
: lieges,  convenient  and  requifite  for  the  Pur- 
I rpofe  aforefaid. 

Our  Will  and  Pleafure  therefore  is,  and  We 
do  hereby  grant , ordain , conjiitute  and  ap- 
point the  faid  Henry  Morris,  George  Daunt, 
John  Whiteway,  Henry  Lyder,  Robert  Bowes, 

: Samuel  Croker  King,  Gudavus  Hume,  John 
'Neale,  Philip  Woodroofe,  William  Deafe, 
and  James  Henthorn,  and  fuch  others  as  fhall 
from  time  to  time  be  elected  in  the  Manner 
hereinafter  directed,  to  be  for  ever  a Body  po- 
litic and  corporate,  wdiich  at  all  times  here- 
after fhall  confift  of  a Prefident  and  Com- 
monalty, and  fhall  be  called  by  the  Name  of 
The  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ire- 
land, and  by  the  aforefaid  Name  they  fhall 
have  perpetual  Succeffion,  and  fhall  and  may 
for  ever  hereafter  implead  and  be  impleaded 
before  all  manner  of  Judices  in  all  Courts, 
and  in  all  manner  of  Adlions  and  Suits.  And 
alfo,  that  they  and  their  Succelfors,  by  the 
fame  Name,  fhall  be  at  all  Times  hereafter, 
for  ever,  able  and  capable  in  Lawr,  to  purchafe, 
enjoy  and  take  Lands,  Tenements,  Rents  and 
; Hereditaments,  not  exceeding  the  yearly  Rent 
qr  Value  of  One  Thoufand  Pounds  Sterling  ; 

and 


Certain  Per- 
fons  incorpo- 
rated. 


Title. 


To  purcliafc 
Lands  not 
exceeding 
i oool.  per 
Annum. 
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And  Good*  and  alfo  Goods  and  Chatties,  and  all  other 
Jnu  C'auUlts’  T hings  of  what  Name,  Nature  or  Quality  the 
fame  may  be ; and  alfo  to  grant,  demife, 
alien,  aflign  and  difpofe  of  the  faid  Lands,  Te- 
nements, Rents,  Hereditaments,  Goods  and 
Chatties,  and  to  do  and  execute  all  other 
Things,  lawful,  necelfary  and  convenient,  for 
the  common  Profit  of  the  faid  College  ; and 
~ alfo  that  they  and  their  Succelfors  fhall  and 

1 o have  a 

Common  may  for  ever  hereafter  have  a Common  Seal, 
Seal 

which  fhall  always  be  and  remain  in  the  Cus- 
tody of  the  Prefident  of  the  faid  College  for 
the  Time  being ; and  that  it  fhall  and  may 
be  lawful  to  and  for  the  faid  College,  law- 
fully convened,  or  the  major  Part  of  the 
Members  thereof,  for  the  Time  being,  to 
break,  alter,  change  or  make  void,  the  faid 
Seal  from  Time  to  Time,  as  to  them  fhall 
feem  requifite  and  fit. 


Election  of 
Officers  and 
Members. 


And  further,  our  Will  and  Pleafure  is. 
That  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  faid 
Corporation,  from  Time  to  Time,  to  eledt, 
chufe  and  appoint  one  Prefident,  and  fix  Cen* 
fors,  and  to  elecT,  chufe  and  appoint  twelve 
Members  of  the  faid  College  to  be  the  Court  of 
Afiiftants  of  the  faid  College ; and  alfo  to  eledt 
fuch  Number  of  Perfons  qualified  as  herein 
mentioned  as  they  fhall  think  fit,  to  be  of 

the  j: 
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he  aforefaid  Commonalty.  The  faid  Prefi- 
leent,  Cenfors  and  twelve  Perfons,  to  be  con- 
| inued  in  the  faid  refpedtive  Offices  for  fuch 
jrrime  as  is  hereinafter  fet  forth. 

And  further.  That  it  fhall  and  may  be 
* .awful  for  fuch  Prefident  for  the  Time  being 
o appoint,  by  Deed  or  Inftrument  under  his 
dand  and  Seal,  fome  Perfon  who  fhall  have 
obtained  fuch  Letters  Teftimonial  as  herein 
mentioned,  to  be  Vice-Prefident  of  the  faid 
College,  which  Vice-Prefident  fhall,  in  the 
Abfenee  of  the  Prefident,  have  all  and  lingu- 
lar the  fame  Powers  and  Authorities  as  the 
i faid  Prefident  would  have  if  perfonally  pre- 
ffent. 

And  further,  That  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful 
tto  and  for  the  Prefident,  or  in  his  Abfenee  the 
'Vice-Prefident,  and  Cenfors,  or  any  two  of 
tthem,  with  fix  or  more  of  the  faid  Commonalty 
( of  the  faid  College,  for  the  Time  being,  when 
: and  as  often  as  the  faid  Prefident,  or  in  his 
- Abfenee  the  Vice-Prefident,  fhall  think  fitting 
to  hold  Courts  and  Affemblies,  in  order  to  treat 
and  confult  about  the  State  and  Goverment 
of  the  faid  College.  And  that  it  fhall  be 
lawful  for  the  Prefident,  or  in  his  Ab- 

fence> 


Appointment 
ofa  Vice-Pre- 
fident. 


Prefident* 
Vice  * Prefi- 
dent, Cen- 
fors, or  two  of 
them,  and  lix 
or  more  of 
the  Common?- 
alty  may  hold 
Affemblies 
when  the  Pre- 
fident or  Vice 
Prefidentlhatt 
think  fit. 


To  make 
By-laws, 
&c. 


Appointment 
cf  the  Firft 
Prefident, 
Cenfors  and 
Affiftants. 
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fence,  the  Vice  - Prefident,  Cenfors,  and 
Commonalty,  fo  affembled,  or  the  major 
Part  of  them  fo  affembled,  to  make,  or- 
dain, conftitute,  eftablifh,  ratify,  confirm, 
alter,  annul,  revoke  or  abrogate,  from  Time 
to  Time,  fuch  By-laws,  Ordinances,  Ernies 
and  Conflitutions,  as  to  them  fhall  feem  re- 
quifite  for  the  Regulation,  Government  and 
Advantage  of  the  faid  Body,  fo  as  fuch  By- 
laws, Rules  and  Conflitutions  be  agreeable  to 
the  Laws  and  Statutes  of  our  Realm,  and  be 
communicated  to  the  Members  of  the  faid 
College  at  large,  lawfully  convened  by  Sum- 
monfes,  and  be  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the 
Majority  of  the  Members  fo  convened. 

And  our  further  Will  and  Pleafure  is, 
That  our  faid  well-beloved  Subject  Samuel 
Croker  King,  be  Firft  Prefident  of  the  faid 
College  of  Surgeons  ; and  that  the  faid  Henry 
Morris,  George  Daunt,  John  Whiteway,  Henry 
Lyfter,  Robert  Bowes  and  Guftavus  Hume, 
be  the  Firft  fix  Cenfors  of  the  faid  College  of 
Surgeons ; and  that  the  faid  John  Neale,  Phi- 
lip WToodroofe,  William  Deafe,  James  Hen- 
thorn  and  Arthur  Winter,  Michael  Keogh, 
Archibald  Richardfon,  James  Mills,  Vernon 
Lloyd,  James  Boy  ton,  George  Stewart  and 
Ralph  Smyth  Obr£,  be  the  Firft  twelve  Affift- 

ants, 
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iants,  each  of  them  to  continue  from  the  Day 
of  the  Date  of  thefe  our  Letters  Patent,  until 
the  firft  Monday  in  January  One  Thoufand 
'Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty-five,  then  next 
onfuing,  and  from  and  after  the  faid  Day  un- 
ail  fome  other  meet  and  fufficient  Members  of 
:the  faid  Corporation  be  eledled  and  fworn  into 
'the  faid  refpedlive  Offices  of  Prefident,  Cen- 
fors and  Affiftants,  if  they  refpecftively  fhall 
ifo  long  live,  or  be  not  fooner  removed. 

And  our  further  Will  and  Pleafure  is, 
That  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  faid 
1 Cenfors  of  the  College  aforefaid,  or  any  two 
of  them,  to  give  and  adminifter  unto  the  faid 
firft  Prefident  his  perfonal  Oath  on  the  Holy 
■ Evangelifls,  well,  truly  and  faithfully  to  attend 
and  execute  the  faid  Office  or  Place  of  Prefident 
of  the  fame  College and  alfo  full  Power  and 
Authority  unto  the  faid  firft  Prefident,  after  he 
fhall  be  fo  fworn,  to  give  and  adminifter  to  the 
i faid  Cenfors,  and  to  fuch  Vice-Prefid  ents  as  he 
fhall  appoint,  and  to  all  and  every  Perfon  and 
i Perfons  whomfoever  to  be  conftituted  by  thefe 
our  Letters  Patent,  Officers  or  Members  of  the 
faid  College,  his  and  their  like  corporal  Oath 
on  the  Holy  Evangelifts,  well , truly  and  faith- 
fully to  attend  and  execute  his  and  their  fever al 
and  refpeftive  Office  or  Offices , Place  or  Places  ; 


B 


and 


jfl 


ft 


Power  to  ad- 
minifterOaths 
to  the  feveral 
Officers. 


Oath  of  Offi- 
cers and  of 
Members. 
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and  that  the  fiicceeding  Prefident  and  Prefi- 
dents,  before  he  or  they  fhall  enter  on  the  faid 
Office  and  Offices  refpeedively,  fhall  take  the 
Oaths  hereby  appointed  to  be  taken  by  the 
Prefident  before  the  next  preceding  Prefi- 
dent, or  before  the  next  preceding  Cenfors, 
or  any  two  of  them  ; and  the  Cenfors  fo  to  be 
deeded  as  herein-after  directed,  fhall,  from 
Time  to  Time,  before  they  fhall  refpeedively 
enter  on  their  refpetfive  Offices,  take  fudi 
retpecdive  Oaths  as  aforefaid  before  the  Pre- 
fident or  Vice-Prefdent,  for  the-  Time  be- 
ing, or  before  the  next  preceding  Prefident 
or  Vice- Prefident,  or  any  two  of  the  next 

preceding  Cenfors  and  the  Affifants,  fo 

■ 

to  be  deeded,  as  herein  after  di reeded,  Trom 
Time  to  Time,  fhall  like  wife,  before  they  or 
any  of  them  enter  on  their  refpeedive  Offices, 
take  the  Oath  hereby  appointed  to  be  taken 
by  them,  before  the  Prefident,  Vice-Prefdent, 
or  any  of  the  two  Cenfors,  for  the  Time  be- 
ing ; and  fuch  Vice-Prefident  and  Vice-Pre- 
fidents  fhall,  from  Time  to  Time,  before  he 
and  they  fhall  enter  on  his  and  their  Offices, 
take  the  Oath  hereby  appointed  to  be  taken 
by  them,  before  the  Prefident  for  the  Time 
being,  which  Oath  the  faid  Prefident,  Vice-  r 
Prefident  and  Cenfors  refpeedively,  or  any  two 
of  fuch  Cenfors,  are  hereby  refpeedively,  re- 
quired and  empow  ered  to  adminifler. 


And 
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(that  the  faid  feveral  Perfons,  fo  examined  and 
approved  of,  fhall  be  deemed  qualified  to  prac- 
fife  Surgery  and  to  be  eleded  Members  of  the 
ffaid  College. 

And  our  further  Will  and  Pleafure  is, 
That  all  Perfons  being  Members  of  the  faid 
College  fhall,  for  fo  long  a Time  as  he  and 
t::hey  lhall  exercife  and  pra&ife  the  faid  Pro- 
Ceffion  of  Surgery,  and  no  longer,  be  freed 
and  exempted  from  the  feveral  Offices  of 
Conftable,  Church-Warden,  and  all  other  Pa- 
ifb,  Ward  and  Leet  Offices,  and  from  ferving 
upon  any  Jury  or  Inqueft  in  any  County, 
City  or  Town,  in  our  faid  Kingdom  of  Ire- 
and,  upon  his  or  their  producing  Letters 
Teflimonial  under  the  Common  Seal  of  the 

[aid  College  of  fuch  his  Examination  and  Ap- 
probation. • 

And  laftly,  we  do  declare  and  ordain, 
irhat  thefe  our  Letters  Patent,  and  every 
-daufe,  Sentence  and  Article  herein  contain- 
ed, or  the  Inrollment  thereof  in  our  High 
Court  of  Chancery  in  our  faid  Kingdom  of 
Ireland,  fhall  be  in  all  Things  firm,  valid, 
sufficient  and  efFedfual  in  the  Law  unto  the 
;ajd  College  and  their  Succeffiors,  according  to 
'•he  Purport  and  Tenor  thereof,  without  any 

further 


Exemption 
from  Parifti 
and  other  Of- 
fices. 


Ratification, 


Inrollmcnc. 
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further  Grant,  Licenfe  or  Toleration  from  us, 
our  Heirs  or  Succeflors,  to  be  procured  or 
obtained. 

Provided  always,  that  thefe  our  Letters 
Patent  be  inrolled  in  the  Rolls  Office  of  the 
High  Court  of  Chancery  in  our  faid  Kingdom 
of  Ireland,  within  fix  Months  next  enfuing 
the  Date  hereof  ; other  wife  thefe  our  Letters 
Patent  to  be  void  and  of  none  EfFecT,  any 
Thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  in  any 
wife  notwithftanding. 

IN  WITNESS  whereof,  we  have  caufed 
thefe  our  Letters  to  be  made  Patent.— Wit- 
ness our  Lieutenant-General  and  General  Go- 
vernor of  our  faid  Kingdom  of  Ireland^  at 
Dublin , the  eleventh  Day  ol  February , in  the 
twenty-fourth  Year  of  our  Reign. 

CONWAY 

Inrolled  in  the  Office  of  the  Rolls  of  his 
Majefty’s  High  Court  of  Chancery  of  Ire- 
' land, .the  ninth  Day  of  March,  in  the  twenty- 
fourth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  George 
the  Third,  &c.  and  examined  by 

M;  Paterson,  Junr.T  Deputy  Clerks  and 
and  V Keepers  01  the 

Francis  Perry,  ) Rolls. 

finis. 
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And  our  further  Will  and  Pleafure  is, 
Hhat  the  faid  College  lawfully  convened  may, 
:fom  Time  to  Time,  elefl  a Regifter  or  Se- 
cretary, and  eleft  fuch  other  Officer  or  Offi- 
cers, Servant  or  Servants,  as  to  them  lhall 
ifeem  neceffary  for  the  better  regulation  of  the 
(laid  College. 

And  our  further  Will  and  Pleafure  is. 
That  the  Prefident,  or  any  two  of  the  Cen- 
ifors,  (hall,  upon  the  firft  Monday  of  January, 
i.n  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  Thoufand  Seven 
{Hundred  and  Eighty-live,  and  on  the  firft 
.'Monday  in  the  Month  of  January  in  every 
ffucceeding  Year,  between  the  Hours  of  Nine 
end  Three  of  the  faid  Day,  or  within  three 
IDays  next  enfuing,  by  regular  Summonfes 
convene  the  Members  of  the  faid  College,  at 
'.any  convenient  Place  within  the  City  of  Dub- 
llin.  And  the  faid  College  fhall  and  may,  by 
{Ballot,  elecft,  chufe  and  appoint  out  of  the 
'Members  at  large  of  the  faid  College,  by  the 
'Majority  of  Votes,  one  Perfon  to  be  Prefident, 
land  fix  other  Perfons  to  be  Cenfors,  for  the 
then  fucceeding  Year;  and  then  and  there 
'alfo  in  like  Manner  elett,  chufe  and  appoint  out 
of  the  Members  of  the  faid  College  twelve 
Perfons,  to  be  of  the  Court  of  Afiiftants  for 
the  then  fucceeding  Year. 

B 2 


May  el  eft  a 
Regifter  or 
Secretary,  Of- 
ficers, and 
Servants, 


Annual  Elec- 
tion of  Offi- 
cers on  the 
firft  Monday 
in  January. 


Members  to 
be  convened 
by  Summons. 


To  ele£t  by 
Ballot. 
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And 
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And  our  further  Will  and  Pleafure  is, 
That  when  and  fo  often  as  the  Prefid ent  or 
any  of  the  Cenfors  or  Affiflants  ihall  die,  re- 
fign,  or  be  removed  before  the  Expiration  of 
the  Year  or  other  Time  for  which  he  fhall  be 
elected  to  ferve,  then  and  fo  often  it  fhall  and 
Way  be  lawful  for  the  faid  College,  being- 
duly  convened  by  Summonfes,  to  deed  a Pre- 
fident,  Cenfot  or  Affiftant,  as  the  Cafe  may 
be,  in  the  Place  and  Stead  of  the  Prefident, 
.Cenfor  or  Affiftant  fo  dying,  refigning  or  be-  * 
ing  removed  ; and  fuch  Perfon,  fo  deeded, 
fhall  ferve  for  the  Remainder  of  the  Year, 
or  other  Time  for  which  the  faid  Prefident, 
Cenfor  or  Affiftant  fo  dying,  refigning  or  being 
removed,  was  fo  elecled  to  ferve. 

And  our  further  Will  and  Pleafure  is, 
That  the  Cenfors  of  the  faid  College,  or  any 
four  of  them,  together  with  the  Prefident,  or 
in  his  Abfence  the  Vice-Prefident  fhall,  from 
Time  to  Time,  upon  requefl  made  to  the 
Prefident,  or  in  his  Abfence  to  the  Vice-Pre- 
fident, or  any  one  of  the  faid  Cenfors,  exa- 
mine every  Perfon  who  fhall  have  ferved  an 
Apprenticefhip  of  five  Years  to  any  regularly 
educated  Surgeon,  and  who  fhall  intend  to 
become  a Member  of  faid  College;  and  i 
fuch  Prefident,  or  in  his  Abfence  the  Vice- 

P re  fin 


[ 13  1 ' 

^refident,  and  fuch  four  Cenfors,  or  the  Ma- 
; oritv  of  fuch  Prefident  or  Vice-Prefident,  and 
aft  mentioned  Cenfors,  frail  be  of  Opinion 
: hat  fuch  Perfon  fo  examined  is  duly  quali- 
fied to  pracdife  Surgery,  then  they,  or  the 
Majority  of  them  as  aforefaid,  frail  give  each 
Perfon  fo  examined  and  qualified  as  aforefaid, 
fuch  Certificate  or  Letters  Teftimonial  of  his 
| Qualification  to  pradtife  under  the  Common 
j Seal  of  the  faid  College,  as  to  the  faid  Prefident 
nnd  laft  mentioned  Cenfors,  or  the  major  Part 
>f  them,  fhall  feem  reafonable  and  juft. — And 
f hat  the  feveral  Perfons,  fo  examined  and  ap- 
proved of,  frail  be  deemed  qualified  to  be  eletft- 
ud  Members  of  the  faid  College,  the  faid  Prefi- 
dent, or  in  his  Abfence  the  Vice-Prefident,  and 

I Cenfors,  having  firft  taken  the  following  Oath, 
;hat  is  to  fay  : — /,  A.  B.  do  folemnly  and  Jin - 
:erely  promife  and  J wear , that  I will,  to  the  bejl 
f my  Knowledge , Skill  and  Judgment,  without 
Hatred,  Evil-will , Partiality,  AjfeSlion,  Favour 
r Fear,  jujlly,  equally  and  faithfully  dij, 'charge 
'he  Fruji  and  execute  the  Powers  vejled  in  me  by 
u certain  Charter , whereby  the  Surgeons  of  the, 
'City  of  Dublin  are  incorporated  by  the  Name  of 
' * Fhe  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland So 

help  me  God. Which  Oath  is  to  be  adminh 

ftred  to  the  Prefident,  or  in  his  Abfence  to 

the 
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Examiner’s 

Oath. 
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the  Vice-Prefident,  by  the  faid  Cenfors,  or 
any  two  of  them  ; and  the  Prefident  is  to  ad- 
minister the  fame  Oath  to  the  faid  Cenfors  ; 
and  they  are  hereby  refpecftively  authorifed 
and  required  to  adminifler  the  fame  accord- 
ingly. 


Appeal  to  the 
Court  of  At- 
tains. 


And  our  further  Will  and  Pleafure  is,  That 
in  Cafe  any  Perfon  examined  as  aforefaid  fhall 
think  himfelf  agrieved  by  the  Judgment  of  the 
faid  Prefident,  Vice-Prefident,  and  Cenfors  or 
Examiners,  he  may  lodge  an  Appeal  from  fuch 
Judgment  of  the  faid  Prefident,  Vice-Prefi- 
dent, and  Cenfors  or  Examiners,  to  the  Prefi- 
dent and  Court  of  Affiflants,  who  fhall  be  requir- 
ed upon  fuch  Appeal  to  re-examine  the  Par- 
ty fo  complaining,  within  a reafonable  Time  ; 
and  if,  upon  fuch  Re-examination,  he  fhall 
appear  duly  qualified  as  aforefaid, then  to  grant 
him  fuch  Letters  Teflimonial  as  aforefaid,  as 
to  the  faid  Prefident,  or  in  his  Abfence  the 
Vice-Prefident,  and  Court  of  Affiflants,  or  to 
the  major  Part  of  them,  fhall  appear  jufl  and 
reafonable.  The  faid  Court  of  Affiflants  firfl 
taking  the  faid  Examiners’  Oath  directed  by 
this  Charter,  which  Oath  the  Prefident,  or 
in  his  Abfence  the  Vice-Prefident,  is  hereby 
authorifed  and  required  to  adminifler  ; and 

that 
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